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But that is only one part of the story. Greed and politics,
imported by the White Man, played their part in dragging these
islands down, but the religion of the White Man was to prove
itself almost as disastrous to the poor natives as his cannon and
his cheap gin.

I hate to say this, for there will be an immediate hurricane of
indignation from perfecdy well-meaning but badly informed
men and women, but the new religion which was brought to
these heathen appeared, in many cases, to take away their con-
tentment without giving them anything adequate in return. It
deprived them of their old gods, but what did it give them in
their place? I don't know, and I have never met anybody who
seemed to know. Once in a while I have come across some old
priest of the Catholic faith who after a lifetime spent on some
godforsaken island, 'way off the main route (for not all of these
Pacific islets are as beautiful as the picture-postcard version of
Tahiti), had been sent to the regional capital to place himself
under the care of the local doctor to await the end. Realizing
that the curtain was about to descend upon his own little tragedy,
such a pious and kindly soul was apt to become contemplative,
and occasionally he would even listen when you asked him the
questions, "Was it worth while? Did the final results you
achieved make up for all the endless years of stark loneliness ?
Didn't you merely waste your own time and that of those whom
you forced to listen to your mysterious message ? "

Of course, it would be against his professional code for him
to confess that it would have been much better if he had stayed
at home to cultivate his father's olive-trees, or preach to his
neighbours of Provence. No, never! For how can the Church
Militant hope to survive unless it constantly keeps before the
eyes of the faithful the ideal of the Church Triumphant? And
so one usually hears that it has all been very much worth while,
for even if only one single soul has been saved from everlasting
damnation during the thirty years the good Father has spent
in his village, then he will have been more than repaid for